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Claim 1 (currentiy amended) : An adhesive dispensing arrangement^ comprising: a patch for covering 
an area to be treated, and provided with an adhesive surface for allowing the patch to stick to the 
3 area, a peelable backing covering the adhesive surface, an applicator and a discrete dispensing 
container l o cat e d f ully b ct w ccir th c- adh cs ivc surface and substantially fully eveloped bv the patch 
f and the peelable backing, md the dispensing container accommodating a substance to be dispensed 
o ve r the area t o be tr eated, the substance to be dispensed being housed apart from the applicator and 
7 being situated fully between the backing and the natch, m app licat o r arran^d be t w e en t h e p a t ch and 
• tlic dispensing c o n t ainer and a release agent cooperating with the peelable backing and the 

^ dispensing container in such a manner that when the backing is peeled from the adhesive surface the 
release agent enables the dispensing > the dis pe nsing c o ntain er being po s itioned to c oop erate with 

1 

j (/ tlic r elcAsc agent and t he release agent being aiTanged t o cause the container to open or rupture on 
I r e moval of th e backing such t ha t th e sub st ance is released to release the substance from the opened 

13 or ruptured dispensing container onto the applicato r, and the applicator being arranged to apply an 
effective amount which facilitates a pp licati on of the substance to the area to be treated when the 

I 

j patch is stuck to that the are a, the dispensing container bein^ of a type selected from Ta^ a sachet, (b) 

I 

a Tupturable container, or fc) a premanufactured container . 

It is believed that this claim is patentable over the prior art of record. Per our telephone 

i 

I conversation of May 2, 2003, you indicated that you would consider a claim covering the 
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j embodiment of FIG. 1 to be patentable, but a claim directed to cover FIG. 5 would require a further 

i search. Claim 1 as presented for your review, specifies that "the substance to be dispensed being 

housed apart from the appUcator" and "a release agent cooperating with the peelable backing and the 

i 

i dispensing container in such a manner that when the backing is peeled from the adhesive surface the 

j release agent enables the dispensing container to open or rupture to release the substance from the 

I opened or ruptured dispensing container onto the applicator". Thus, the claim covers the 

embodiment of FIG. 1 and not the embodiment of FIG. 5, and applicants believe that claim 1 as 
; presented here in an amended fomi is patentable. 

! 

i 
I 

We also discussed with you during our telephone conversation of May 2, 2003> how the 
Yamaguchi reference completely lacks a dispensing container. Instead, the substance to be applied 
1 merely rests in an area between the patch and the peelable backing, without being enclosed in an 

, additional dispensing container . 

i 

! 

I Further, the phrase "a dispensing container substantially fully enveloped by the patch and the 

peelable backing" and "the substance to be dispensed . . . being situated fully between the backing 
and the patch" is distinguished from the Sabatano reference. The Sabatano reference teaches only 

I a marginal portion of the "envelop 14" situated between tape 1 1 and cover 22, as seen in FiGs. 1, 

I 

2 and 6. Consequently, the substance to be applied that is contained within "envelop 14" of the 
Sabatano reference is not situated fully between the t^e 1 1 and cover 22. Thus, the dispensing 
. container, as claimed, does not read on the Sabatano reference. 
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